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The Deſign of this PAPER is moſt comprehenſive ; for befides a diligent Relation of Occurrences foreign and domeſtick, with 
the Arrival and Departure of Ships, the Prices of Goods and Stocks, the Courſe of Exchange, the Plays acted at the 
Theatres, Births, Deaths, Marriages, Preferments, Accidents, and Events of every Kind, which may be found, though 
leſs accurately collected, in other Papers; it will contain a full Account of all new Books and Pamphlets : So that there 
will be ſcarce any celebrated Performance, any remarkable Occurrence, extraordinary Phœnomenon, curious Invention, or 
new Diſcovery, in Nature or Science, concerning which the Reader will not here immediately find ſuch Information as may 
enable him to judge for himſelf concerning it. The CHRONICLE of every Year, as it will be regularly paged, may be bound 
up in one Volume, and will contain a Regiſter of Franſactions more various, uſeful, and entertaining, than has hitherto been 


given to the Public, 


the Poſt- Office, and by the News-Carriers, as uſual, 
Sold by J. WILKIE, behind the Chapter- Houſe, in St. Paul's Church-Yard, where ApvERTISEMENTS and LETTERS 


INTER OD: U.CT:I 0:5, 
T has been always lamented, that of the 

little Time allotted to Man, much muſt 
be ſpent upon Superfluities. Every Proſpect 
has its Obſtructions, which we muſt break 
to enlarge our View : Every Step of our Pro- 
greſs finds Impediments, which, however cager 
to go forward, we muſt ſtop to remove. Even 
thole who profeſs to teach the Way to Hap 
pineſs have multiplied our Incumbrances, 
and the Author of almoſt every Book re 
tards his Inſtructions by a Preface. 

The Writers of the Cron cle hope to be 
eaſily forgiven, though they ſhou'd not be 
free from an Infection that has ſcized the 
whole Fraternity; and, inſtead of falling 
immediately to their Subjects, ſhould detain 
the Reader for a Time with an Account of 
the Importance of their Deſign, the Extent 
of their Plan, and the Accuracy of the Me- 
thod which they intend to proſccute. Such 
Premonitions, though not always neceſlar; 
when the Reader has the Book complete in 
his Hand, and may find by his own Eyes 
whatever can be found in it, yet may be more 
eahly allowed to Works publiſted gradually 
in ſucceſſive Parts; of which the Scheme car 
only be ſo far known as the Author ſhal! 
thin“ fit to diſcover it. 

The Paper which we now invite the Pub— 
lick to add to the Papers with which it is al 
ready rather wearied than ſatisfied, conſiſts 
of many Parts; ſome of which it has in 
common with other periodical Sheets, and 
ſome peculiar to ſelf. 

The firſt Demand made by the Reader of 
a Journal is, that he ſhould find an accurate 
Account of foreign Tranſactions and do- 
meſtick Incidents. This is always expeQed ; 
bat this is very rarely performed. Of thoſe 
Writers who have taken upon themſelves the 
Taſk of Intelligence, {ame have given, and 
others have ſold their Abilities, whether ſmall 
or great, to one or other of the Parties that 
divide us; and without a With for Truth, or 
Thought of Decency, without Care of any 
other Reputation than that of a ſtubborn ad- 
herence to their Abettors, carry on the ſame 
Tenor of Repreſentation through all the Vi- 
ciſſitudes of Kight and Wrong, neither de- 
preſied by Detection, nor abaſhed by Con- 
futation ; proud of the hourly Encreaſe of 
Infamy, and ready to boaſt of all the Con- 


tumelies that Falſchood and Slander may 


to the AUTHORs are taken in. 


bring upon them, as new Proofs of their 
Zeal and Fidelity. 

With theſe Heroes we have no Ambi- 
tion to be numbered ; we leave to the Con- 
feſſors of Faction the Merit of their Suf- 
ferings, and are deſirous to ſhelter ourſelves 
under the Prote Kion of Truth. That al} 
our Fac's will be authentic, or all our Re- 
marks juſt, we dare not venture to promiſe: 
We can relate but what we hear, we can 
point out but what we ſee. Of remote Tranſ- 
actions the firſt Accounts are always con- 
fuſed, and commonly exaggerated ; and in 
domeſtick Affairs, if the Me to conceal 
is leſs, the Intereſt to miſrepreſent is often 
greater; and what is ſufficiently vexatious, 
Truth ſeem: to fly from Curioſity ; and 
as many Enquirers produce many Narra 
tives, Whatever engages the pub ic Attention 
is immediately diſguiſed by the Embelliſh- 
men's of Fiction. We pretend to no pecu- 
liar Power of diſentangling Contradiction, 
or denuding Forgery. We have no lettlec 
Correſpondence with the Antipodes, nor 
ma'ntain any Spies in the Cabinets of 
Princes. But as we ſhall always be conſcious 
that our Miltakes are involuntary, we fall 
watch the gradual Diſcoveries of Time, and 
retract what-ver we he haſtily and e:ro- 
neouſly advanced. 

In the Narratives of the daily Writers 
every Reader perceives ſome chat of Neat. 
neſs and Purity wanting, which at the fil 
View it ſeems eaſy to ſupply : But it muft 
be conſidered, that thoſe Paſſages mult be 
written in Haſte, and that there is often no 
other Choice, but that they muſt want ei— 
ther Novelty or Accuracy; and that as Liſe 
is very unifo:m, the Affairs of one Week are 
ſo like thoſe of another, that, by any At. 
tempt after Variety of Expreſſion, Invention 
would ſoon be weaiied, and Language ex 
hauſted. Some Improvements however we 
hope to make; and for the reſt we think, 
that when we commit only common Faults, 
we ſhall not be excluded from common In— 
dulgence. 

The Accounts of Prices of Corn and Stocks, 
are to moſt of our Readers of more Import- 
ance than Narratives of greater Sound, and as 
Ex ctneſs is here within: he Reachof Diligence, 
our Readers may juſtly require it from us. 

Memorials of a private and perſonal Kind, 
which relate Deaths, Mars: 


Each Paper may be ſent by the Poſt in a Frank, or as a ſingle Letter, will be ſerved by the Clerks of 


ments, muſt always be imperfect by Omiſſion, 
and often erroneous by Miſinformation; but, 
even in theſe, there ſhall not be wanting Care 
to avoid Miſtakes, or to rectify them when- 
ever they ſhall be found, 

That Part of our Work by which it is diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſrom all others, is the Literary 
Journal, or Account of the Libours and Pro- 
ductions of the Learned. This was, for a 
long Lime, among the Deficiencies of Eng- 
Iſh Literature, but as the Caprice of Man is 
always ſtarting from too little to too much, 
we have now, amongſt other Diſturbers of 
numan Quiet, a numerous Body of Reviewers 
and Remarkers., 

Every Art is improved by the Emulation 
of Competitors; thoſe who make no Ad- 
vances towards Excellence, may ſtand as 
V/arnings egainſt Fauits, We ſhall endea- 
vour to avoid that Petulance which treats 
„ith Contempt whatever has hitherto been 
reputed facred. We ſhall repreſs that Ela- 
cion of Maliguity, which wantors in the Cru- 
elties of Criticiſm, and not only murders Re- 
putation, but murders it by Torture. When- 
ever we feel ourſelves ignorant, we ſhall, at 
lealt, be modeſt, Our Intention is not to 
preoccupy Judgment by Praiſe or Cenſute, 
bur to gratify Curioſity by early Intelligence, 
and to tel} rather what our Authors have at- 
tempted, than what they have performed. 
The Titles of Books are neceſſari'y ſhort, 
and therefore diſcloſe but imperſectly the 
Conteits; they are ſometimes fraudulent, 
and intended to raiſe falſe Expectations. In 
our Account this EFrevity will be extended, 
and theſe Frauds, whenever they are detected, 
will be expoſed ; for though we write with- 
out Intention to injure, we ſhall not ſuffer 
ourſelves to be mace Parties to Deceit, 

If any Author ſhall tranſmit a Summary 
of his Work, we flall willingly receive it; 
if any literary Anecdote, or curious Obſerva- 
tion, ſhall be communicated to. us, we will 
carefully inſert it. Many, Facts are known 
and forgotten ; many Obſervations are made 
and ſuppreſſed; and Entertainment and In- 
ſtruction are frequently loſt, ſor Want of a 
Re poſtory in which they may be conveui- 
ently prelerved, 

No Min can moceſtly. promiſe what he 
cannot aſcertain. We bope for the Fraiſe 
of Knowledge and Diſcernment, but we 


= 5, and Preſer- claim only taat-of Diligence. and Candour. 


